
 

 
 
Dear Producer and Non-Producer Clients: 
 

NOTICES OF DETERMINATION are now being 
emailed and/or mailed in mass by the Settlement 
Administrator. The Settlement Administrator, the 
Brown Greer firm of Richmond, VA, was appointed 
by the federal court in Kansas City to administer 
the terms of the $1.51 Billion global Settlement 
Agreement reached with Syngenta. The Settlement 
Administrator operates the settlement web-site at 
www.CornSeedSettlement.com. Brown Greer is not 
your new counsel. Shields Law Group remains your 
retained counsel. As the Settlement Administrator, 
however, Brown Greer does have dedicated staff 
available by phone to answer any questions you 
may have, including what Claimant ID# may be 
associated with which SS# or Tax ID#. The 
Settlement Administrator can be reached at 1-833-
567-2676. Or, as always, you can call or email Jim 
or Spencer below for help. Email is best. Read 
below in full as time is of the essence and a W9 
must be submitted to receive your payment. This 



email is a service intended only for established 
clients of Shields Law Group, LLC. 
 

Regarding Syngenta Notices of 
Determination: 
 

NOTICE OF DETERMINATION is simply the 
Court generated document detailing all reported 
acres of corn which was found in the FSA 
database, by electronic search under your 
corresponding Social Security# OR business Tax 
ID#, for the five settlement program years running 
2013/2014 thru 2017/2018. Each Notice of 
Determination has a Claimant ID# assigned to it. 
This is the same Claimant ID# assigned to the 
Claim Form which you filed electronically or 
by mail under each of your SS#'s or Tax ID#'s 
which you used to report corn under to the FSA 
(federal government). There can only be one Claim 
Form with each SS# or Tax ID# and each Claim 
Form has its own assigned Claimant ID#. In line 
with this, there will be only one Notice of 
Determination under each valid Claimant ID#. If 
you filed multiple Claim Forms for multiple SS#'s 
and/or Tax ID#'s, then you will receive a Notice of 
Determination for each one where ground was 
found and is to receive payment. 
 

Notice of Determination is being issued by email 
and/or U.S. Mail by the Settlement Administrator. 



You were asked on the Claim Form what your 
preference was for notice, and you could check 
mail or email or both. If you receive an email 
notifying you that your Notice of Determination is 
ready in your claim portal, then you must go to 
www.CornSeedSettlement.com and login under 
each of your claims with the corresponding 
Claimant ID# and SS# or Tax ID#. After gaining 
access to your claim portal, you can view the PDF 
of your Notice of Determination. You can also 
submit your W9 right then electronically as well. 
Please note a W9 must be submitted for each 
individual or business that receives a Notice of 
Determination. The Settlement Administrator 
states that a W9 is required in order to be 
paid. 
 

If you selected to receive notice by U.S. Mail, then 
look for a big mailed envelope from the Corn Seed 
Settlement Administrator. It will have therein your 
Notice of Determination and form W9 for your 
execution and return. All paper W9's should be 
submitted by U.S. Mail to the following: 
 

Corn Seed Settlement Program Claims 
Administrator 

P.O. Box 26226 

Richmond, VA 23260  

 



Put your Claimant ID# on each corresponding W9 you submit for payment to 
assure it gets filed under your respective Claim File(s). 
 
Finally, if you disagree with your Notice of Determination, there is an Appeal 
form enclosed. We anticipate there will be few Appeals as all this data is being 
retrieved electronically from the federal government's FSA database. In the 
event you want to Appeal, please reach out to Jim and I and do note that 
assigned deadlines apply. If you fail to Appeal by your deadline, then your 
Appeal will be dismissed by the Settlement Administrator. 
 

How were the Bushels determined 
on each Notice of Determination?: 
 
Under each SS# or business Tax ID#, your acres of corn as reported to FSA for each 
program year were retrieved. Your acres were then multiplied by your ownership 
percentage and your reported county average for each year. 
Example: 100 acres reported x 50% ownership x 150 bushel per acre county average 
equals 7,500 bushels. 
Then, bushels you "fed on farm" were subtracted. 
Example: 7,500 bushels with 25% reported fed on farm results in 5,625 bushels. 
Then the weighted average by program year was factored in. Weighted average? 
Under terms of the Settlement Agreement, 2013/2014 bushels are to receive 26% of 
the entire Settlement Fund; 2014/2015 to receive 33%; 2015/2016 to receive 20%; 
2016/2017 to receive 11%; and 2017/2018 to receive 10%. Why? This follows the 
testimony of economic experts who opined that the biggest market impact occurred 
in 2013/2014 and 2014/2015 from China's ban of U.S. Corn following Syngenta's 
introduction of the unapproved Viptera and Duracade corn traits. Then the global 
market began to shift supply elsewhere softening the economic impact on the corn 
market in subsequent years. 

After multiplying each year's bushels by the weighted average, 
this results in your "Compensable Recovery Quantity" by year, 
or another way of saying these are the bushels ready for 
payment for each of the program years. Total your five years' 
of Compensable Recovery Quantity and this is your total 
bushels to be paid for the five years. 

  



When is it going to Pay and How 
Much?: 
 
All bushels will be totaled and the $1.51 Billion is being paid out pro rata on all valid 
and computed bushels. The Settlement Administrator has informed the federal Court 
in a recent filing that they recommend making "interim payments" sometime in the 
first quarter of 2020, ASSUMING there is a resolution of the Objectors' Appeals now 
on file before the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals. They say if this is to occur, 
RESOLUTION OF THE APPEALS, "interim payments will allow eligible Class Members 
to receive money from the Settlement Fund before the Claims Administrator 
complete review of all submitted claims." 
 
This is all we know at this point in time regarding prospective payment. Take it for 
what it's worth. Syngenta has paid the $1.51 Billion and the monies are being held in 

escrow with Citibank and earning interest. And one more thing is for sure: you 
need to get your W9 in for each Claimant ID# in order to get 
paid. So do not hesitate in this regard. 
 

God Speed Everyone and Happy 
Holidays!   Spencer and Jim 
 

Spencer C. Shields              James T. Yoakum 

Shields Law Group, llc 
www.MidwestCornFarmerLawyers.com 
Phone: (913) 393-2080 
Phone: (816) 421-0800 
Fax: 1-877-247-9844 
scs0303@gmail.com 
 


